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PROSE 

Grade VI I  

Lesson 4.  The Ashes that  made Trees Bloom 

 

 

                                       

 

The Old Couple’s Child- Muko 

       Ther e was an old childless couple t hat  lived in J apan in 19t h cent ur y. They had a pet  dog called 

Muko whom t hey t r eat ed as t heir  own child. The old man was r ice f ar mer . He will go t o t he f ield 

wit h his hoe or  spade ear ly in t he mor ning and will wor k t her e t ill sunset . The dog will accompany 

t he man t o t he f ar ms. He was a kind and pat ient  man always eager  t o help t he animals in need 

The Pile of  Gold 

            One day t he dog t ook his mast er  t o a cer t ain place and began scr at ching t he gr ound t her e. 

The doubt f ul old man began digging t he Ear t h and was amazed t o see pile of  gold in f r ont  of  him. 

The old couple was r ich now. They bought  a piece of  land, dist r ibut ed a par t  of  t he wealt h t o t he 

poor  neighbour s and ar r anged a lavish f east  f or  t heir  f r iends. I n t he same village t her e was a 

wicked old couple.     

They wer e insensit ive t owar ds dogs and ot her  cr eat ur es t ill now. But  list ening t o t he f or t une of  

t he good couple, t hey t oo called t he dog t o t heir  gar den and of f er ed f ood. Thedog was so scar ed 

of  t hem t hat  it  didn’t  even move f r om it s place. They almost  dr agged t he dog out  of  t heir  house. 

The dog began scr at ching near  a pine t r ee in t heir  gar den. The old couple began t o dig t he place 

wit h excit ement . They f ound a dead kit t en wit h a f oul smell at  t he place. They killed t he dog in 

anger  and bur ied it  t her e. 

The Mortar and t he Mill 

               The good old man, lear ning about  t he incident , came under  t he pine t r ee at  t he night  t o 

mour n t he deat h of  t he pet  t hat  was like a child f or  him. He set -up some bamboo t ubes on t he 

gr ound and kept  some f ood and wat er  over  t her e. I n t he dr eam t he dog appear ed and asked t he 

old man t o cut  down t he pine t r ee and make mor t ar  f or  it s r ice past r y f r om it  and a mill of  his 

bean sauce. The old man did t he same. Dur ing t he New Year  t hey t hought  of  making some r ice 

past r y. They put  t he r ice af t er  boiling in t he mor t ar  and t he old man began cr ushing t he mass 

wit h a hammer  t o make dough. When t he mass was r eady f or  baking, it  suddenly got  changed int o 

heap of  gold coins. 

SOUL OF THE CHAPTER 
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                 I t  was gold dr opping like r ain wit h t he ever y dr op of  t he bean sauce t hat  t he old man 

was gr inding at  t he hand-mill. The wicked neighbour  was peeping f r om t he window and saw 

ever yt hing. Next  day t hey bor r owed t he mor t ar  and t he magic mill f r om t he old couple. But  f or  

t hem t he boiled r ice and t he beans bot h t ur ned int o lumps of  f oul mass of  wor ms. The angr y 

couple dest r oyed t he mill and planned t o use it  as f ir ewood. 

The Withered Cherry Tree 

           The spir it  of  t he dog appear ed in t he dr eams of  good old man once again. I t  advised t he 

man t o spr inkle t he ashes of  t he mill on wit her ed t r ees and t hey will be gr een again. The old man 

went  t o t he wicked couple’s homes, collect ed t he ashes and spr inkled it  over  t her e bar e cher r y 

t r ee. The t r ee was f illed wit h t he pink f r uit s it s f r agr ance f illed t he air . 

             The kind old man came t o know t hat  his lor d daimio was t o pass t hr ough t he highway near  

t he village. He r ushed t o cat ch a glimpse of  his lor d wit h t he ashes in his basket . He climbed on 

a dr ied cher r y t r ee and sat  t her e wit h t he basket . The cust om t hose days f or  ever yone was 

kneeling down while t he pr ocession of  daimio’s men consider ing his age. As t he pr ocession passed 

by, t he old man spr inkled a pinch of  ash on t he cher r y t r ee. I n a moment  t he wit her ed t r ee 

blossomed. 

            Daimio was amazed and or der ed his men t o st op t he t r ain and he went  out  t o see t he 

wonder . He was pleased by t he old man and r ewar ded him wit h many cost ly gif t s. The wicked 

couple af t er  hear ing t he st or y r epeat ed t he same. But  f or  t hem t he cher r y t r ee didn’t  bur st  int o 

blossom. The ash was blown away by t he wind and it  cr eat ed t r ouble f or  daimio and his wif e. The 

old man was pulled down f r om t he t r ee and was beat en t o deat h. While t he wicked old man met  

wit h such a disast r ous end, t he kind old couple lived happily wit h t he f or t une. 
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NCERT FOLDER 

 

 

 

 

                                      

1.  Why did t he neighbours kill t he dog? 

The neighbour s killed t he dog in anger . They have expect ed t he dog t o help t hem get  

a t r easur e, but  t he dog had r at her  t aken t hem t o a f oul smelling dead kit t en. 

2.  Mark t he right  item.  

(i)The old f armer and his wif e loved t he dog 

(a) because it  helped t hem in t heir  day-t o-day wor k. 

                     (b) as if  it  was t heir  own baby.   

                     (c) as t hey wer e kind t o all living beings. 

                      (b) as if  it  was t heir  own baby. 

 

 

                         

 

1. The old f armer is a kind person.  What  evidence of  his kindness do you f ind in t he f irst  

t wo paragraphs? 

 I n t he f ir st  par agr aph it  is wr it t en t hat  t he old f ar mer  t r eat ed t he dog like his own child. 

He will f eed t he dog small pieces of  f ish wit h t heir  own chopst icks and of f er  boiled r ice t o him 

as much as he want ed. The second par agr aph says t hat  t o pr ovide f ood t o t he bir ds, t he old 

f ar mer  will of t en t ur n up t he sur f ace of  t he gr ound. 

         Bot h t hese inst ances pr oved t hat  t he old man was a kind per son. 

2. What  did the dog do t o lead the f armer to t he hidden gold? 

The dog came r unning t owar ds t he f ar mer . I t  kept  his paws against  his legs and wit h it s 

head it  kept  on dir ect ing t owar ds a spot  behind him. 

The old man init ially ignor ed t he dog, but  it  kept  on whining and r unning t o and f r om unt il 

t he f ar mer  f ollowed it  t o t he spot .      

 

CHECK 2 

COMPREHENSI ON CHECK 

WORKI NG WI TH THE TEXT 
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3.  (i) How did the spirit  of  t he dog help t he f armer f irst ?  

The spir it  of  t he dog came in t he f ar mer ’s dr eam and f ir st  asked him t o chop t he pine t r ee 

and make mor t ar  and hand-mill out  of  it . Wit h t he mor t ar  and mill it  gave t he f ar mer  heaps of  

gold. 

    (ii) How did it  help him next  ? 

 The dog’s spir it  again came in t he f ar mer ’s dr eam f or  t he second t ime and t old t he f ar mer  

t o collect  t he ash of  t he mor t ar  and t he mill and spr inkle it  on t he wit her ed t r ees and t hey will 

blossom. 

           The f ar mer  had did t his in f r ont  of  t he daimio (t he landlor d) and was awar ded wit h 

lavish gif t s. 

4.  Why did t he daimio reward the f armer,  but  punish his neighbour f or the same act ? 

The f ar mer  had spr inkled t he ash over  t he wit her ed cher r y t r ee and it  blossomed. Daimio 

was pleased seeing t he mir acle and he r ewar ded t he f ar mer . His neighbour  pour ed t he ash over  

t he cher r y t r ee, but  not hing happened t o t he t r ee. 

Fine par t icles f r om t he ash ent er ed t he eyes of  t he daimio and his wif e. They began t o sneeze 

and cough. 

 This spoiled t he splendour  of  t he pr ocession and so t he neighbour  was punished by man of  

t he landlor d. 

 

 

 

 

1.  Read the f ollowing conversat ion.  

              Ravi       : What  ar e you doing? 

              Mr idu   : I ’m r eading a book  

              Ravi       : Who wr ot e it ? 

             Mr idu    :  Ruskin Bond. 

             Ravi        : Wher e did you f ind it ? 

             Mr idu     : I n t he libr ar y. 

Not ice t hat  ` what ’,   ` who’ ` wher e’, ar e quest ion words.  Quest ions t hat  r equir e inf or mat ion 

begin wit h quest ion wor ds. Some ot her  quest ion wor ds ar e ` when’, ` why’, ` wher e’, ` which’ and 

` how’. 

WORKI NG WI TH LANGUAGE 
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Remember  t hat  

. What  asks about  act ion, t hings et c. 

. Who asks about  people. 

. Which asks about  people or  t hing. 

. Wher e asks about  place. 

. When asks about  t ime. 

.  Why asks about  r eason or  pur pose. 

. How asks about  means, manner  or  degr ee. 

. Whose asks about  possessions. 

Read t he f ollowing par agr aph and f r ame quest ions on t he it alicised phr ases. 

Anil is in school. I  am in school t oo. Anil is sit t ing in t he lef t  r ow. He is r eading a book . Anil‘s 

f r iend is sit t ing in t he second r ow. He is shar pening his pencil. The t eacher  is wr it ing on t he 

blackboar d. Childr en ar e looking out  of  window. 

 (i)   Wher e is Anil? 

         (ii)  Which r ow he is sit t ing in?   

         (iii)  What  is he doing? 

          (iv) Wher e is Anil’s f r iend sit t ing?  

          (v)  What  is his f r iend doing? 

          (vi)  Who is wr it ing on t he blackboar d? 

         (vii)  What  ar e some childr en doing? 

2.  Writ e appropriate quest ion words in the blank spaces in the f ollowing dialogue.  

             Neha: ……. did you get  t his book 

             Sheela: Yest er day mor ning. 

             Neha: ……. I s your  sist er  cr ying? 

             Sheela: Because she has lost  her  doll. 

             Neha: ……r oom is t his, your s or  her s? 

             Sheela: I t ’s our s 

             Neha: …… do you go t o school? 

             Sheela: We walk t o t he school. I t  is near by. 

              When, Why, Whose, how. 
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3.  Fill in the blanks with the words given in t he box.  

 how        what     when wher e     which 

  (i)    My f r iend lost  his chemist r y book. Now he doesn’t  know …….t o do and……. To look 

f or   it . 

     (ii)    Ther e ar e so many t oys in t he shops. Neena can’t  decide …... one t o buy. 

    (iii)     You don’t  know t he way t o my school. Ask t he policeman……. To get  t her e. 

    (iv)     You should decide soon ……… t o st ar t  building your  house. 

    (v)      Do you know ……. To r ide a bicycle? I  don’t  r emember ……..and I  lear nt  it . 

    (iv)      “You should know …….. t o t alk and …… t o keep your  mout h shut ” t he t eacher     

advised Anil 

 (i) What , Wher e,             (ii) Which   (iii) how                    (iv)  When 

          (v) how, when, wher e    (vi) when, wher e 

4.  Add in- or in- t o each of  the f ollowing words and use them in place of  t he italicised 

words in t he     sentences given below.  

                     Pat ient          pr oper        possible 

                     Sensit ive      compet ent  

(i) The pr oj ect  appear s ver y dif f icult  at  f ir st  sight  but  it  can be complet ed if  we 

wor k ver y har d. 

(ii) He lacks compet ence. That ’s why he can’t  keep any j ob f or  mor e t han t old me. 

(iii) “Don’t  lose pat ience. Your  let t er  will come one day “ t he post man t old me.  

(iv) That ’s not  a pr oper  r emar k t o make under  t he cir cumst ances. 

(v) He appear s t o be wit h sensit ivit y. I n f act , he is ver y emot ional. 

 (i) impossible        (ii) incompet ent  

         (iii) impat ient         (iv) impr oper   

         (v)insensit ive 

   5.  Read t he f ollowing sentences.  

                I t  was a cold   mor ning and st ill glowed in t he sky. 

 An old man was walking along t he r oad . 

                The wor ds in it alicised ar e ar t icles ‘A’ and ‘An’  ar e indef inite art icles and ‘t he’ is t he 

def init e art icle 

‘A’ is used bef or e a singular  count able noun. ‘An’ is used bef or e a wor d t hat  begins wit h a vowel. 

.  a boy          .  an act or             . a mango 
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             . an apple     .  a univer sit y     . an hour  

     Use a, an  or  t he in t he blanks. 

     Ther e was once ……. Play which became ver y successf ul……… f amous act or  was act ing in it . I n 

…..  play his r ole was t hat  of …… ar ist ocr at  who had been impr isoned in …… cast le f or  t went y 

year s. I n ……. last  act  of  …… play someone would come on …..st age wit h …. Let t er  which he would 

hand over  t o …..  pr isoner . Even t hough ……. Ar ist ocr at  was not  expect ed t o r ead …… let t er  at  

each per f or mance, he always insist ed t hat  ….. let t er  be wr it t en out  f r om beginning t o end.  

i) a          (ii) A     (iii) t he 

(iv) an          (v) a       (vi) t he 

(vii) The     (viii) t he     (ix) a 

           (x) t he   (xi) t he      (xii) t he (xiii) t he. 

6.  Encircle   the   correct  art icle.  

     Nina was looking f or  (a/  t he) j ob , Af t er    

    Many int er views she got  (a/ t he) j obs he was looking f or . 

A:    Would you like (a/ an/ t he) apple or  (a/ an/ t he) apple or  (a/ an/  t he) banana. 

B:    I ’d like  (a/ an/ t he) apple, please. 

A:    Take (a/ an/ t he) r ed one in (a/ an/ t he) or ange also, 

        I f  you like. 

B:     Which one?  

A:    (A/ An/ The) one beside (a/ an/ t he) banana. 

 (A) an, a    (B) an   (A) t he, t he, an   (B) -    (A) The, t he. 

 

 

 

 

1.  Do you remember an  anecdote or a st ory about  a greedy or j ealous person and the 

unhappy result  of  his/ her act ion? Narrat e t he st ory t o others in your class.  

Her e is one f or  you t o r ead. 

Seeing an old man plant ing a f ig t r ee, t he king asked why he was doing t his. The man r eplied 

did not , his son would enj oy t he f igs. 

“well” said king, “if  you do live t o eat  t he f r uit  of  t his t r ee, please let  me know”. The man 

pr omised t o do so and sur e enough, bef or e t oo long, t he t r ee gr ew and bor e f r uit . 

SPEAKI NG AND WRI TI NG 
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Packing some f igs in t he basket  t he old man set  out  f or  t he palace t o meet  t he king. 

The king accept ed t he gif t  and gave or der s t hat  t he old man’s basket  be f illed wit h gold. 

Now, next  door  t o t he old man, t her e lived a gr eedy old man j ealous of  his neighbour ’s good 

f or t une. He also packed some f igs in a basket  and t ook t hem t o t he palace in t he hope of  

get t ing gold. 

The king on lear ning t he man’s mot ive, or der ed him t o st and in t he compound and had him 

pelt ed wit h f igs. The old man r et ur ned home and t old his wif e t he sad st or y. She consoled 

him by saying, “you should be t hankf ul t hat  our  neighbour s didn’t  gr ow coconut s”. 

Do it  your self . 

2.  Put  each of  the f ollowing in the correct  order.  

Then use t hem appr opr iat ely t o f ill in t he blanks in t he par agr aph t hat  f ollows. Use 

cor r ect  punct uat ion mar ks. 

.  English and Hind /  bot h / in / he wr it es  

.   and only /  a f ew shor t  st or ies / many books in English /  in hind 

        .  I s/  my/  Hind / t han my English / much bet t er  

             Ravi Kant  is a wr it er  and ………Of  cour se, he is much happier  wr it ing in English t han in 

Hindi. He has wr it t en……… I  f ind his books a lit t le har d t o under st and………….. 

                   (i) he wr it es bot h in English and Hind 

                   (ii) many books in English and only f ew shor t  st or ies in Hindi 

                   (iii) my Hindi is much bet t er  t han my English. 

3.  Are you f ond of  reading st ories? Did you read one last  mont h? I f  not ,  read one or t wo 

and then write a paragraph about  t he st ory.  Use t he f ollowing hint s.  

.  t it le of  t he st or y 

.  name of  t he aut hor  

. how many char act er s 

. which one you liked 

. some det ails of  t he st or y 

. main point (s) as you under st and it . 

. Tell your  f r iends why t hey should also r ead it . 

 Do if  your self . 
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CHAPTER PRACTI CE 

 

 

 

                                    

 

1.  What  did the kind f armer do with the money he made f rom the gold? 

The kind f ar mer  bought  a piece of  land, host ed a f east  f or  his f r iends and helped his poor  

neighbour s. 

2.  How did t he daimios reward t he kind f armer? 

 The daimio was pleased seeing t he magic of  t he wit her ed cher r y t r ee bur st ing int o a 

blossom. So he r ewar ded t he kind f ar mer  wit h many gif t s. 

3.  What  did the leader of  the van do with the kind old man? 

The leader  of  t he van allowed t he old man t o r emain seat ed at  t he cher r y t r ee consider ing 

him t o be ver y old. 

4.  Why did t he wicked couple drop their t ools? 

The wicked couple f ound t he f oul smell of  t he dead kit t en unbear able so t hey dr opped 

t heir  t ools. 

5.  How did t he wicked couple behave with t he dogs passing by t heir house? 

 The wicked couple always used t o kick and scold t he dogs passing by t heir  house. 

6.  What  preparat ion did the kind old couple make f or t he New Year? 

For  t he New Year  t he old couple planned t o make r ice past r ies and bean sauce. 

7.  How was t he wicked f armer punished f or his greed? 

 The wicked f ar mer  was killed br ut ally by t he daimio’s men and was t hus punished f or  his 

gr eed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VERY SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTI ON  
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1.  How did t he kind old couple t reat  their dog? 

The old couple t r eat ed t he dog as t heir  own child. The old f ar mer  had cr eat ed a cushion 

made of  blue cr epe f or  t he dog. Dur ing t he meals t hey used t o f eed t he dog plent y of  r ice and 

t it bit s of  f ish f r om t heir  own chopst ick. 

2. Describe the change t he cherry t ree underwent  af ter the kind old poured a pinch of  ash 

over it .  

    I t  was wint er  season and t he cher r y t r ee in t he old couple’s gar den didn’t  have leaves. The 

old man spr inkled a pinch of  t he ashes and blossoms spr out ed out  of  it . Pink f lower s came on it  

and t heir  f r agr ance f illed t he air . 

3.  How did t he dog repay t o his mast ers? 

The dog made his mast er s r ich by giving t hem gold coins. His mast er s became pr osper ous 

wit h it  and bought  a piece of  land. 

He t hen asked t hem t o collect  t he ashes which had t he power  t o spr out  blossoms of  a 

wit her ed t r ee. This magic was seen by t he daimio and r ewar ded t he old couple f or  t his magic. 

4.  What  happened when the wicked old f armer sprinkled ash over t he cherry t ree? 

      When t he wicked f ar mer  spr inkled t he ash over  t he cher r y t r ee it  didn’t  br ing in a 

change on it . The f ine par t icles f r om t he ash ent er ed t he eyes of  daimio and his wif e. They 

began t o cough and sneeze. All t he lavishness of  t he pr ocession was spoiled. 

 

 

 

1.  Explain t hree ways in which the dog helped his mast er.  

The dog when he was alive guided his mast er  t o a heap of  gold. Af t er  his deat h he asked 

his mast er  t o pr epar e a mor t ar  and a mill f r om t he woods of  t he pine t r ee. 

While making t he r ice past r ies and bean sauce dur ing t he New Year  using t he mor t ar  and 

t he mill, t he kind old couple again f ound t he dough t o be t ur ned int o gold coins and gold dr ipping 

out  f r om ever y dr op of  t he sauce. 

The dog t hen asked t he mast er  t o collect  t he ashes of  t he mor t ar  and mill and spr inkle 

over  t he wit her ed t r ees. The wit her ed t r ees spr out ed int o blossom immediat ely wit h t he magic. 

SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTI ON  

LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTI ONS 
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EXTRACT BASED QUESTI ONS 

2.  The wicked f armer wanted t o be rich like his neighbour.  What  happened every t ime 

when he t ried t o do so? 

 Fir st  t ime when t he neighbour  t r ied t o be r ich, all he got  was a f oul smelling dead kit t en. 

I n t heir  second at t empt  t he old couple got  heap of  wor ms f r om t he dough of  r ice past r y and t he 

bean sauce. I n t he t hir d at t empt  t he old man f ailed t o cr eat e magic wit h t he ashes. He spoiled 

daimio’s pr ocession and was killed by his men as a punishment . 

 

 

 

1.  Why do you think we should be kind t owards animals? 

 Animals ar e also living beings like us. They can’t  speak like us but  st ill can f eel t he love 

and emot ion. Some animal like dog and hor se ar e ver y f ait hf ul t o human beings. We should be 

kind t owar ds t hem. 

I t  is good t o of f er  our  lef t over  f ood t o t he st r eet  dogs because t hey guar d our  homes. 

Chapat t is should be of f er ed t o homeless cows. I n wint er  we should keep bowls of  wat er  f or  t he 

bir ds. I nj ur ed animal like pigeons, cat s and dogs should be t aken t o vet er inar y doct or s by us. 

2.  One should not  be greedy.  Why do you think so? 

We should f eel cont ended about  what  we have. We should st r ive har d t o ear n t hings but  

not  be gr eedy. Our  gr eed makes us t o do many t hings which ar e not  good or  et hical. 

We should make j ust  demands t hat  can be f ulf illed easily and must  make our  ear nings but  

not  be gr eedy. Our  gr eedy can t ur n us int o cor r upt  and dishonest  human begins and must  

r est r ain our selves f r om becoming t hat . Our  needs should be limit ed and our  wishes should be in 

cont r ol. 

 

 

                      

 

Direct ions (Q. No. 1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

Then t hey dr agged him out  of  door s, t aking a spade and hoe wit h t hem. No sooner  had t he dog 

got  near  a pine t r ee gr owing in t he gar den t han he began t o paw and scr at ch t he gr ound, as if  a 

might y t r easur e lay beneat h. 

 

VALUE BASED QUESTI ONS 

EXTRACT 1 
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1.  I n t he above lines who have been ref erred as ‘t hey’? 

 The wicked old couple has been r ef er r ed as ‘t hey’ in t he above lines. 

2.  Whom did they drag out  of  doors? 

They dr agged t he good old couple’s dog f r om t he door s. 

3. Why they did so? 

They did so t o f ind way t o t he t r easur e. 

4. What  lay beneath t he ground? 

 (a) Gold coins               (b) A vast  t r easur e    

c) A dead kit t en d) None of  t hese 

5.  Why did t hey carry spade and hoe wit h them? 

   (a) To kill t he dog     (b) To dig t he Ear t h    

   (c) To plough t he f ield (d) To chase t he bir ds 

 (b) To dig t he Ear t h 

6.  What  f ollows immediat ely af t er t his? 

     (a) They begin t o dig t he gr ound  (b) They killed t he dog 

     (c) They f ound a cast  t he bir ds      (d) They r an away wit h f ear  

 (b) They killed t he dog. 

 

 

     Direct ions (Q. Nos. 1- 6) Read the ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing 

quest ions.  

      “Goody me ! ‘ cr ied t he old hag, as she saw each dr ipping of  sauce t ur ning int o yellow gold, 

unt il in a f ew minut es t he t ub under  t he mill was f ull of  shining mass of  gold. So t he old couple 

was r ich again 

1.  Who has been ref erred as ‘old hag’ in t he above lines? 

  The wicked old man’s wif e has been r ef er r ed as ‘old hag’ in t he above lines. 

2.  From where was she watching t he above incident ? 

She was peeing f r om t he window t o wat ch t he incident . 

EXTRACT 2 
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3.  …… each dripping of  sauce….  Which sauce been ref erred here? 

 Been sauce has been r ef er r ed in above lines. 

4.  At  what  t ime during t he year t he above incidence is taking place? 

             (a) Summer    (b) Wint er     (c) New Year    (d) Bot h ‘b’ and ‘c’ 

 (d) Bot h ‘b’ ‘c’ 

5.  Find a word f rom t he given lines that  means ‘which’ 

              (a) Dr ip           (b) Hag  (c) Wicked       (d) None of  t hese 

 (b) Hag 

6.  What  is t he process t hat  is t aking place in t he above lines? 

            (a) Baking of  past r y      (b) Pr epar ing of  dough 

            (c) Boiling of  r ice   (d) Making of  bean sauce 

 (d) making of  bean sauce. 

 

                        

Direct ions (Q. Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

    He spr inkled a pinch of  ashes on it , and lo! I t  spr out ed blossoms unt il it  became a cloud of  

pink blooms which per f umed t he air . The news see t he wonder . The covet ous also hear d t he 

st or y and gat her ing up t he ashes…. 

1. Who has been ref erred as ‘he’ in the above lines? 

The kind old f ar mer  has been r ef er r ed in t hese lines as ‘he’ 

2. ’I t ’ sprout ed blossoms.  What  has been ref erred as ‘it ’ in t he given lines? 

The cher r y t r ee has been r ef er r ed as ‘it ’ in t he given lines. 

3.  What  is t he wonder that  has been ref erred t o in t he given lines? 

The wit her ed bar e cher r y t r ee has been t r ansf or med int o a blossom wit h t he ashes of  mill 

and mor t ar  spr inkled over  it . This wonder  has been r ef er r ed in t he given lines. 

4.  I n t he given lines what  has been burnt  down t o f orm t he ashes? 

        (a) The dog   (b) The pine t r ee   (c) The cher r y t r ee  (d) The mor t ar  and t he mill 

   (d) The mor t ar  and t he mill 

EXTRACT 3 
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5.  Find synonym of  ‘j ealous’ f rom t he given lines.  

        (a) Pinch  (b) Spr inkled   (c) Blooms   (d) Envious 

d) Envious 

6. Find word f rom the given lines that  means ‘f lower’ 

     (a) Blossom  (b) Bloom   (c) Spr out ed  (d) Spr inkled 

 (b) Bloom  . 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


